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This paper deals with two main topics. The first part provides
data on the life of Andreas Vesalius, a scholar and anatomist of
the 16th century, and describes the enviroment in which he lived
and worked. It highlights his personality of a great doctor and
teacher and points out the importance of his scientific methods
and techniques as opposed to speculative methods that were
prevalent in the scientific research in those days. The second
part of the paper is devoted to the characteristics and descrip-
tion of his famous and, given the times he lived in, grand work
called “De Humani Corporis Fabrica”, which opened a new
epoch in the history of anatomy. Andreas Vesalius is considered
to be the founder of the science of anatomy which is based on
observation and experience gained by using scalpel on dead bo-
dies of humans. This is how he proved the then valid statements
wrong. This complex view of life and work of Andreas Vesalius
is aimed at highlighting the milestone which he represents in
this traditional science of anatomy that has been conscientiously
developed since the Classical times. (Fig. 4, Ref. 6.)

Key words: date of his life, characteristics of his personality,
description of his grand work De humani corporis fabrica.

The name of Andreas Vesalius appears in annals of medical
literature on one of the most famous place. Andreas Vesalius be-
longed among so scholars — scientists as was Bacon, Gallileo, Des-
cartes, Newton or Lavoisier. Andreas Vesalius — young, entusias-
tic tuned, full of vitality and strenuous, made correction of the
mistakes in anatomy, which had continued more than 13 centu-
ries. He made up and publicated perfectly illustrated document
“De Humani Corporis Fabrica”, work, which is one of the most
elaborated work in the whole range of medical literature. This book
“about the construction of the human body” belongs among the
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Predkladana praca obsahuje dve taziska. V prvej Casti sa zaobe-
ra zivotopidnymi datami Andrea Vesalia a okolnost'ami, v kto-
rych tento ucenec, anatdom 16. storocia zil a tvoril. Vyzdvihuje
jeho osobnostné ¢rty ako velkého lekara a ucitel'a. Poukazuje na
vyznam jeho vedeckej metddy a pristupu v protiklade k Spekula-
tivnym metodam, ktoré v tom Case ovplyviovali vedecké bada-
nie. V druhej Casti nasho prispevku sa venujeme charakteristike
a opisu jeho slavneho a na svoju dobu vel'kolepého diela, nazva-
ného De humani corporis fabrica, ktorym otvoril nova epochu
v histérii anatomie. Andreas Vesalius sa pokladé za zakladatel'a
anatomie ako prirodnej vedy, ktora buduje na podklade pozoro-
vani a sktisenosti ziskanych skalpelom na l'udskych mftvolach.
Celkovym pohl'adom na zivot a dielo Andrea Vesalia poukazuje-
me na milnik, ktory Andreas Vesalius v tejto tradi¢nej a uz od
antickych ¢ias vedome pestovanej anatomickej vedy sam pred-
stavuje. (Obr: 4, lit. 6.)

KTacové slova: zivotopis, charakteristika osobnosti Andrea Ve-
salia, opis diela De humani corporis fabrica.

Meno Andreas Vesalius sa v kronikach medicinskej literatiry
objavuje na jednom z poprednych miest. Andreas Vesalius patril
medzi takych u¢encov — vedcov, akymi boli Bacon, Gallileo, Des-
cartes, Newton ¢i Lavoisier. Andreas Vesalius — mlady, entuzias-
ticky naladeny, plny elanu a usilovnosti urobil korektiru chyb v ana-
tomii, ktoré pretrvavali viac ako 13 storo¢i. Zostavil a vydal
vynikajuco ilustrovany a spracovany dokument De humani corpo-
ris fabrica, dielo aké kedy vobec na svete vzniklo. Téato kniha O stav-
be ludského tela patri medzi najvzacnejsie skvosty tych najstarSich
univerzitnych kniznic sveta. Patri medzi Uncunabula, zakladné pra-
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most rare jewel of the oldest universities’s library of the world. It
belongs among Uncunabula, the basic works not only in a branch
of anatomy or in the medical literature, but because of it’s elabora-
tion takes the foreground place also in the history of the art.

Family of Andreas Vesalius

Andreas Vesalius was born the last day of the year 1514 in
Brussels. From astrological observations we learn that this event
occured about six o’clock in the morning, and under favorable
stellar auspices. He came from german family, which was origi-
nally named Witting and was lived in Vesel. The name Vesalius
was adopted from this town, which has three weasels in it’s coat of
arms. The evidence of it, is that in the Vesalius coat were found
three weasels and this also testifies this origin.

The interest of medicine and the medical learning about natu-
ral science ran in the blood of the Vesalius family. His great-great
grandfather, Peter Vesalius, wrote a treatise of works of Avicenna
and publicated manuscripts of several medical authors.

His son, John Vesalius, held at the beginning the responsible
position of physician to Mary of Burgundy, later taught medicine
in the University of Louvain. From that time the Vesalius family
was in a german Emperor and was closely associated with the
Austro-Burgundian dynasty.

Eberhard, son of John Vesalius, grandfather of Andreas, ser-
ved as physician to empire court. He died very young, before atta-
ining his thirty-sixth year.

Eberhard’s son, Andreas — the father of anatomist, was a per-
sonal apothecary to Charles the Fifth, he accompanied him upon
his journeys and military expeditions. In 1538 he presented
“Andreas’s first anatomical plates” to the Emperor, and thus ope-
ned the way to the court to his son.

Andreas’s mother, Isabella Crabbe, was very solicitous, she
had a great influence upon the young Andreas, but mainly she
believed, to be destinated to accomplish great things. She lived till
high age and she was witness of intellectual triumph of her son.

Little is know about the youth of Vesalius. The tradition of his
ancestors, their accomplishments in the field of letters and responses
on medical works, their accomplishments and loyalty to their sovere-
igns, were themes, which his mother recounted with pleasure.

Andreas Vesalius’s life

Andreas Vesalius began the study of foreign languages (Gre-
ek, Latin, Hebrew languages) in Louvain on Pedagogium Gastri
and Collegium trilingue Buslidianum. He was a talented student
and he was excelent also in French language. The knowledge
about ancient languages, which he obtained here, in later years
astonished his hearers and adversaries and served him well in
numerous presentations, argumentations and literary works.

His credo was to follow the profession of his ancestors. 19
year old (in the year 1533) he travelled to Paris for the purpose of
obtaining a medical education. At that age he firmly decided to
devote himself to anatomy of human body. He had a very excelent
observation ability and very soon he found out, that the true road
to anatomy as a science, leads through the actual handling of the
dead tissues. He began the practical study of anatomy by dissec-
ting the bodies of mice, moles, rats, dogs and cats.
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Fig. 1. Andreas Vesalius (1514-1564).

ce nielen v odbore anatomia, ¢i v lekarskej literattire, ale pre svoje
spracovanie zaujima popredné miesto aj v historii umenia.

Rodina Andrea Vesalia

Andreas Vesalius sa narodil 31. decembra 1514 v Bruseli.
Podla astrologickych pozorovani sa dozvedame, ze k tejto uda-
losti prislo pod priaznivou konstelaciou hviezd o 6. hodine rano.
Pochadzal z nemeckej rodiny, ktora sa pévodne volala Witting
a byvala vo Veseli. Priezvisko Vesalius si privlastnila podl'a toh-
to mesta, ktoré ma vo svojom erbe tri lasi¢ky. Dokaz o tom je, ze
tento znak je stiCast'ou rytiny na titulnej strane Vesaliovho diela
(ale aj na ramenach Vesaliovho kabata sa nasli tri lasicky).

Zaujem o medicinu a vedomosti o prirodnych vedach prudi-
li v krvi rodiny Vesaliovych. Jeho praprastary otec Peter Vesa-
lius pisal posudky na Avicenove prace a vydaval rukopisy viace-
rych medicinskych autorov.

Jeho syn John Vesalius mal najskor zodpovedné poslanie ako
lekér Marie Burgundskej, neskor vyucoval medicinu na Univerzi-
te v Louvaine. Od tych ¢ias bola rodina Vesaliovych v sluzbach
cisara a bola uzko spita s austro-burgundskou dynastiou.

Eberhard, syn Johna Vesalia a stary otec Andrea Vesalia, sli-
zil ako lekar na cisarskom dvore. Zomrel vSak mlady, pred do-
siahnutim 36. roku Zivota.
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His first teachers were Jacobus Sylvius, Jean Tagault and Jo-
hann Winther von Andernach, to work of which “Institutions Ana-
tomicae” (Paris, 1536) he contributed. The teachers after a short
time recognized his talent and feeling for anatomy and they made
possibility for it’s performance. Andreas Vesalius found out mis-
takes in lectures of his teachers, mainly in anatomy of Claudius
Galen. He critized them in public and he became to oposition,
mainly to Jacobus Sylvius, who affirmed that Galen’s anatomy is
infallible. Vesalius did not give up, but he fought and problems,
which increased stimulated him to more strenuous work.

In 1536 he returned back to the University of Louvain, where he
performed the first public dissection. Vesalius was so ardoured for
anatomy, that the each part of dissection on cadaver he explained and
demonstrated. He used his knowledge from comparative anatomy also
for comparison or he made attention to anatomical differences.

His great effort for recognition of human body does not have
analogy in history of anatomy. During night, accompanied by his
faithful friend, famous mathematician and physician, he visited
the gallows near the outside walls of Louvain. Here he found a ske-
leton, which was held together simply by the ligaments and had
possessed the origins and insertions of the muscles. The body be-
longed to the famous robber, who since he deserved more than the
ordinary hanging, had been chained to the top of a high stake and
roasted alive. He had been roasted by a slow fire made of straw,
that was kept burning at some distance below his feet. In that way
there had been a dish for the birds, which sweet flesh of roasted
robber considered as a special dainty. His bones, therefore had
been elaborately picked and there was left suspended on the stake
a skeleton dissected out and cleaned by many peaks of birds. This
way preparated skeleton, had been for anatomist the great offer,
because he had been striving to piece together such a skeleton.
Vesalius climbed the gallow, took the skeleton and secured it to
his home. “The treasure” was not complete. One finger, patella
and a foot were missing. In supplying the missing parts he had to
incur many dangers. He stole out of the city in the nighttime, sear-
ched through the mass of decaying bodies the missing bones and
through another city gate he stole home.

In 1537 went young anatomist to Venice, where he entered
into various medical activities: he practiced minor surgery, he ex-
perimented with new remedy — the China root, he solicited anato-
mical material and preparated himself to anatomical dissection.

Later, in this year, in order to gain all the rights and privileges
of a fullfledged physician, Andreas Vesalius settled in Padua.

On december 6th, 1537, (23 year old), shortly after having recei-
ved his degree as Doctor of Medicine, Andreas Vesalius of Brussels
was appointed Professor of surgery with the right to teach anatomy in
the famous University of Padua. On the next day he started with the
anatomical dissection in this university, which called a great atten-
tion. His anatomical demonstrations were attended by more than 500
persons, many times by very famous ones. Andreas Vesalius shown
a consistent anatomical dissection and at the same time he explained
and taught each step, what has been in that time a big new. The begin-
ning of modern anatomy has been dating since this time.

The aula in which Andreas Vesalius conducted course of ana-
tomical dissection was built of wood and was capable of 500 pla-
ces. In the centre of the room was a table under which was a re-
ceptacle for bones and joints. The skeleton was placed in on upright
position at one end of the table. The course was very strenuous,

Eberhardov syn, Andreas — otec anatéma, bol osobnym le-
karnikom Karola V., sprevadzal ho na cestach a vojenskych expe-
diciach. Roku 1538 predstavil cisarovi Andreasove Prvé anato-
mické listy, a tym otvoril svojmu synovi cestu na cisarsky dvor.

Matka Isabella Crabbe bola vel'mi starostliva, mala vel’ky vplyv
na mladého Andreasa, ale najma verila, Ze jej syn je predurceny na
,vykonanie velkej veci®. Dozila sa vysokého veku a bola sved-
kom intelektualneho vit'azstva svojho syna.

Zivot Andrea Vesalia

Andreas Vesalius zacal studium cudzich jazykov (gréctina,
latin¢ina, hebrej¢ina) v Louvaine na Pedagogium Castri a Colle-
gium Buslidianum. Bol talentovanym ziakom a vynikal aj vo fran-
cuzstine. Vzdelanie a vedomosti o starych jazykoch, ktoré tu zis-
kal, prekvapili neskor jeho posluchacov i protivnikov a slazili mu
pri mnohych vystipeniach, argumentaciach a literarnych pracach.

Zivotnym krédom Andrea Vesalia bolo pokracovat’ v profesii
svojich predkov. 19-rocny sa vydal do Pariza s cielom ziskat’ lekar-
ske vzdelanie. UZ v tomto veku bol pevne rozhodnuty venovat’ sa
anatomii I'udského tela. Mal vel'mi dobré pozorovacie schopnosti
a skoro zistil, ze prava cesta k anatomii ako vede vedie cez skutoc-
ni manipulaciu s mitvymi tkanivami. Zacal praktické stadium ana-
tomie pitvanim tiel mysi, krtkov, potkanov, psov a maciek.

Jeho prvymi ucitel'mi boli Jacobus Sylvius, Jean Tagault a Jo-
hann Winter von Andernach, k dielu ktorého Institutiones anato-
micae (Pariz, 1536) svojimi objavmi v mnohom prispel. Ucitelia
po kratkom Case spoznali jeho nadanie a cit pre anatdbmiu a umoz-
nili mu, aby ju mohol aj vykonavat’. Andreas Vesalius vsak zistil
chyby v prednaskach svojich ucitel'ov, najmé v anatomii Galena.
Verejne ich zacal kritizovat’ a dostal sa do opozicie najmé s J. Syl-
viom, ktory tvrdil, ze Galenova anatémia je neomylna. Vesalius sa
nevzdaval, ale bojoval a problémy, ktoré sa v tomto smere stup-
novali, ho len stimulovali k usilovnej$ej praci.

Roku 1536 sa vratil na Univerzitu v Louvain, kde vykonal aj
prvu verejnu anatomick pitvu. Vesalius bol taky zanieteny pre
anatomiu, ze kazdy tikon na mrftvole vysvetl'oval a demonstroval
a vyuzival svoje vedomosti z porovnavacej anatomie, aby porov-
naval alebo upozornoval na anatomické rozdiely.

Jeho obrovskad snaha po poznani ludského tela nema v histo-
rii anatomie obdobu. V noci, sprevidzany vernym priatelom, znd-
mym matematikom a lekarom, navstivil Sibenice pri vonkajsich
muroch Louvainu. Tu nasiel kostru, ktora drzala pospolu len po-
mocou vizov a mala zachované odstupy a upony svalov. Telo pat-
rilo znamemu zlodejovi, ktory, pretoze si zaslizil viac ako obese-
nie, bol spuitany na vrchole vysokého kola a zaziva paleny. Spaloval
ho pomaly oheri zo slamy, ktory sa udrziaval v urcitej vzdialenosti
od jeho néh. Takto vznikla potrava pre vtakov, ktoré sladké mdso
upeceného zlodeja povazovali za Specialnu pochutku. Preto boli
jeho kosti dokladne ozobané a na kole zostala zavesena a vtacimi
zobakmi vycistend, vypitvand kostra. Takto vypreparovana kostra
bola pre anatoma obrovskou ponukou, pretoze sa sam usiloval
kostru z jednotlivych kosti zlozit. Vesalius vyliezol na Sibenicu
a kostru vzal a potajme ju preniesol domov. ,, Poklad *“ viak nebol
uplny. Kostre chybal prst, patella a noha. Pri obstardvani chyba-
Jucich casti musel Vesalius prekonavat mnohé nebezpecenstva.
Whrddal sa z mesta o polnoci, hladal v masdch hnijucich tiel chy-
bajuice kosti a potom sa inou mestskou branou zakradal domov.
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Fig. 2. Skeleton by Vesalius.
Obr. 2. Pudska kostra podl’a Vesalia.

durated the whole day for a period of three weeks. It comprising
not only anatomy, but also comparative anatomy. The vivisection
of dogs, pigs and rarely of cats, was a part of the dissection. Dra-
wings were used to elucidate the dissection. He marked the outli-
nes of joints upon the skin of the subject. He made dissection with
extreme neatness and dextrity. He used only few instruments, many
separation he made by hands.

De Humani Corporis Fabrica

Andreas Vesalius, thanks to strenuous labor of anatomy, had
recognized, that a great Galenus in his lectures hadn’t described
anatomy of the human body, but anatomy of the animals, namely
of a monkey. He decided according to his personal observations,
to elaborate from the base the anatomy of the human body and to
illustrate with exact pictures. A big manuscript with illustrations
he sent to Basel in 1542, to his friend, printer, Joannes Oporinus.
In latin letter, which he wrote, he asked him to take care that the

Fig. 3. Second Vesalian plate of the muscles.
Obr. 3. Tabulae anatomicae — Svaly II. podl’a Vesalia

Roku 1537 odisiel mlady anatom do Benatok, kde vstapil do
roznych lekarskych aktivit: praktizoval mala chirurgiu, experimen-
toval s novym liekom, ¢inskym koreniom, zbieral anatomicky ma-
terial a pripravoval sa na anatomicku pitvu.

Neskor, v tom istom roku, sa A. Vesalius prestahoval do Pa-
dovy, aby ziskal vSetky prava a privilégia lekara.

6. decembra 1537 (23-ro¢ny), kratko potom ako ziskal titul dok-
tora mediciny, bol Andreas Vesalius z Bruselu menovany za profeso-
ra chirurgie s pradvom vyucovat’ anatdmiu na Padovskej univerzite.
Hned’ nasledujuci den zacal na tejto slavnej univerzite anatomicku
pitvu, ktora vzbudila okamzite vel’ka pozornost’. Jeho anatomické
demonstracie navstevovalo viac ako 500 Gcastnikov, asto vel'mi vyz-
namné osobnosti. Vesalius predviedol doslednti anatomicku pitvu,
kazdy krok na mftvole su¢asne vysvetl'oval a ucil, ¢o bola v tom Case
novinka. Od tohto obdobia sa datuje zaciatok modernej anatomie.

Aula, v ktorej Andreas Vesalius viedol kurz anatomickej pitvy,
bola postavena z dreva a mala kapacitu 500 miest. V centre miest-
nosti stdl stél, pod ktorym bola policka na kosti a kiby. Kostra bola
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printed illustrations correspodended with the proofs, because “every
detail must be distinctly visible, that each cut shall have the effect
of a picture”. The book had to serve as a study material and it’s
illustrations had to be a compensation of a real body for those,
who had not it for disposition (Simpson, 1994).

One year later he traveled alone to Basel, to superintend the pri-
nting of the book. Andreas Vesalius took lectures in Basel also and he
dedicated to University a skeleton of human body, the first anatomi-
cal preparation of it’s branch, which is up today located in Basel.

The work “De Humani Corporis Fabrica Libri septem”, which
Andreas Vesalius dedicated to Charles the Fifth, has saw the light
of the world in 1543 in Basel.

The beautiful engraving on the title-page represents Vesalius at
work dissecting a female subject. He is surrounded by interested
spectators, people of different rank. The great teacher is explaining
to his listeners, who crowd the amphitheatre to the last place.

10 the left is a naked man, who is climbing a pillar, while to the
left and below is a monkey which appears to enjoy the demonstra-
tion. Above, in the architecture is a monogram of the publisher, Joan-
nes Oporinus and in the centre there are the three weasells as a sign
of Vesalius family. In the lower part of the shield is a sign of privilegium.

This beautiful engraving is one of the nicest and most elabora-
ted work to be found on medical literature.

De Humani Corporis Fabrica consists of 659 pages of text, on 6
pages is written a preface and on 34 pages in three columns to the
page is written an index. Each page has 57 lines, which are comple-
ted by the marginal notes. The text is written clearly, understable
and logically. Anatomical terminology and style are excellent. The
artistic drawing of initial letters at the beginning of each chapter
emphasized the text. Vesalius’s book about construction of the hu-
man body is more than an anatomy. The knowledge of anthropolo-
gy and the first illustrations from comparative anatomy (As for an
evidence Vesalius portrayed a human skull resting upon the skull of
a dog, he compaired os sacrum of monkey, dog and of the human
body, to make attention on Galen’s mistakes in anatomy, and anot-
her) are presented there. In a short and clear formulated sentences
the author gave also the meaning and function of each organ. The
book “De Humani Corporis Fabrica” is built upon a practical plan.
It is composed of 7 books, which describe the following parts of
human body: bones and cartilages (1), ligaments and muscles (2),
veins and arteries (3), nerves (4), organs of nutrition and generation
(5), heart and lungs (6), brain and organs of sence (7).

Corrections of up to that time valid anatomical structures are
so numerous, that it is difficult to introduce them shortly. For inte-
rest we introduce: the osseous system as a whole is described on
168 pages, it is written anatomically correct, but in numerous in-
stances Vesalius placed himself in direct opposition to the opi-
nions of Galen (for example: unlike Galen, he correctly described
maxilla, 7 bones of the sternum he reduced to three ones, he accu-
rated the description of os sphenoidale and a function of the sum-
physis pubis, and other).

Vesalius’s plates of the superficial muscles belong among the most
beautiful, they have been copied in all later books of anatomy. The
plates of deep muscles, while naturally not so pleasing to the eye, are
drawn as they were prepared and they shown function and structure.

From the today’s point of view, there are also mistakes and
discrepancies in Vesalius work, but they don’t decrease his impor-
tance of certain priorities in anatomy.

umiestnend vo vzpriamenej polohe na jednom konci stola. Kurz bol
velmi rusny, trval cely den po dobu troch tyZdiiov. Obsahoval nie-
len anatomiu, ale aj porovndvaciu anatomiu. Sucastou pitvy bola
aj pitva psov, prasiat a niekedy aj maciek. Na sprehladnenie pitvy
pouzival Vesalius kresby. Obrysy kibov kreslil na povreh tela. Pitvu
robil s vyraznou cistotou a obratnostou. Pouzival len par jednodu-
chych instrumentov, mnoho prepardcii robil rukami.

De humani corporis fabrica

Andreas Vesalius dospel vd’aka usilovnému $tudiu anatomie
k poznaniu, ze velky Galenus vo svojich prednaskach opisoval
anatomiu zvierat a nie ¢loveka. Na zaklade vlastnych pozorovani
sa rozhodol spracovat’ od zakladu anatémiu ¢loveka a ilustrovat’
ju vernymi obrazmi. Obrovsky manuskript so zobrazeniami po-
sielal roku 1542 do Bazileja, priatel'ovi — tla¢iarovi, Johannesovi
Oporinovi. V latinskom liste, ktory mu napisal, ho ziadal, aby
dozrel na to, aby vytlacené ilustracie koresSpondovali s obt’ahom,
pretoze ,.kazdy detail musi byt zretel'ne viditeI'ny, kazdy zarez ma
na obrazku svoj vyznam*. Kniha mala sluzit’ ako $tudijnd pomoc-
ka a ilustracie v nej sa mali stat’ nahradou skuto¢ného tela pre tych,
ktori ho nemali k dispozicii (Simpson, 1994).

O rok neskor A. Vesalius odcestoval do Bazileje, aby dohlia-
dol na tlacenie knihy. V Bazileji aj prednasal a tamojsej univerzite
venoval kostru ¢loveka, prvy anatomicky preparat tohto druhu,
ktory sa dodnes v Bazileji nachadza.

Dielo De humani corporis fabrica libri septem, ktoré venoval
Andreas Vesalius Karolovi V., uzrelo svetlo sveta roku 1543 v Bazileji.

Nadherna rytina na titulnej strane diela predstavuje Vesalia
pri pitve zZenského tela. Okolo neho stoja pozorovatelia, ludia roz-
neho postavenia, ktort zaplnili amfitedter do posledného miesta.

Vlavo je aj nahy muz, ktory sa vySplhal na stlp, zatial ¢o vpravo
dolu je pes, vlavo opica, ktorad sa tiez tesi z demonstrovania. Hore
na obraze je monogram tlaciara Johannesa Oporina a v centre
Stitu su tri lasicky ako znak Vesaliovskej rodiny. V dolnej casti
Stitu je znak privilégii.

Tato prekrasna rytina je jednou z najkrajsich a najvypracova-
nejsich diel, ktoré sa v medicinskej literature zachovali.

De humani corporis fabrica ma 659 stran textu, na 6 stranach je
napisany Uvod a na 34 stranach je v troch stipcoch napisany Index.
Text je pisany jasne, zrozumitel'ne a $tylisticky spravne. Umelecké
kresby pociatocnych pismen na zaciatku kazdej kapitoly zvyraziu-
ju text. Vesaliova kniha O stavbe ludského tela je viac ako anato-
mia. Su v nej uvedené aj poznatky z antropologie a prvé ilustracie
z porovnavacej anatomie (Ako dokaz Vesalius nakreslil I'udsku leb-
ku, ktora oddychuje na lebke psa, porovnal os sacrum u opice, psa
a Cloveka, aby upozornil na omyly v Galenovej anatomii a iné).
V kratkych a presne formulovanych vetach uvadza autor aj vyznam
a funkciu kazdého organu. Kniha De humani corporis fabrica je
zostavena podl'a praktického planu. Tvori ju sedem knih, ktoré opi-
suju nasledovné Casti l'udského tela: kosti a chrupky (1), vizy a svaly
(2), tepny a zily (3), nervy (4), organy vyzivy a pohlavné organy
(5), srdce a pl'ica (6), mozog a zmyslové organy (7).

Korektury dovtedy platnych anatomickych struktur, ktoré kni-
ha uvadza, su také pocetné, Ze ich v stru¢nosti nemozno uviest'.
Pre zaujimavost’ uvadzame: Kostrova sustava ako celok je napisa-
na anatomicky spravne na 168 stranach. Vesalius upresnil opis
kosti lebky, najmé opis sanky a klinovej kosti, sedem kosti mosti-
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Fig. 4. Dissection. First page of the De humani corporis fabrica.
Obr. 4. Anatomicka pitva. Titulna strana diela De humani corporis fabrica.

After considerating the time, in which Vesalius lived, the re-
sults of his observations are remarkable and they form a founda-
tion of our knowledge.

Life in Madrid

After having finishing the work, Andreas Vesalius had returned
to Padua, where he found, that the university for which he had stre-

ka zredukoval na tri, upozornil na funkciu spony lonovych kosti
a iné. Opis svalov a svalovych skupin, tak ako ich vidime na Ve-
saliovych tabuliach, je verny a anatomicky spravny a navyse pou-
kazuje aj na funkciu svalov. Obrazy svalov kopirovali do vsetkych
neskorsich anatomii.

Z pohl'adu dnesnej anatomie su v diele Andrea Vesalia aj chy-
by a nezrovnalosti, ale tie neznizuju jeho vyznam z hl'adiska ur¢i-
tych priorit v anatomii. Pri zvazeni doby, v ktorej Vesalius zil, st
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nuously labored was a hot bed of opposition. His faithful friends
and students, defenders of Galen, had turned against him, in a effort
to besmirch the great anatomist they joined themselves against him.

Disgusted Andreas Vesalius went to Bologna and later he decli-
ned a chair in the University of Pisa. Tired of the apparently useless
effort, sick of disputes and arguments, persecuted by members of his
own profession, in a fit of passion Vesalius threw his manuscript into
the fire and ended his career as a scientist. Thus he destroyed a huge
amount of annotations upon Galen, a whole book of Medical formu-
lae and many original notes upon drugs and many notes, which he has
written during the dissection as well as notes, which intercepted the
comparison of knowledge of Arabians, Greeks and others.

Andreas Vesalius accepted the appointment as a personal phy-
sician (Archiatrus) to Charles the Fifth, he accompanied him on
journeys. Later he was continued in an office of his son Philip the
Second, with whom he went to Spain and took place in a Madrid.
He became very popular, he was famous also as a physician-surge-
on, he was a favorite at the Spanish court, he had ammassed a fortu-
ne and seemingly he was destined to pass his remaining days under
his favorable surroundings. The jealousy and envy of Madrid physi-
cians as well as numerous members from his profession, who igno-
red his talents and all the time they regarded him as a foreigner, it
has worried him. During the twenty years that he had filled the post
of Archiatrus, his scalpel was rusting, but the controversy concer-
ning the infallibility of Galen was still raging. The life at the Spa-
nish court was not favourable for the study and of science.

The hand of the Church was heavy on the land; the dagger of
the inqiusition was stabbing at all mental life, and it’s torch was
a sterilizing flame sweeping over all intellectual activity. The pur-
suit of natural knowledge had become a crime, and to search with
the scalpel was accounted sacrilege (Ball, 1910).

That was a life in ignoranted and superstitious Madrid, for
which Vesalius had left the academic circles of Padua.

Pilgimage and death

Suddenly, early in the year 1564, for a reason which has never
been explained satisfactorily, Andreas Vesalius left Madrid. He
travelled to Venice and from this place he passed on a pilgrimage
to Jerusalem to the Holy Land. Vesalius never returned from that
journey. Information of his death reached Brussels towards the
end of the year 1564 (probably october 15", 1564). Such was the
miserable end of Andreas Vesalius of Brussels, a man, who, befo-
re he had attained his thirtieth year, had become the greatest ana-
tomist that the world has ever seen.
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vysledky jeho pozorovani pozoruhodné a tvoria zaklad anatomic-
kych poznatkov.

Pobyt v Madride

Po ukonceni diela De humani corporis fabrica sa Andreas
Vesalius vratil do Padovy, kde v8ak zistil, Ze univerzita, pre ktora
usilovne pracoval, sa stala pareniskom opozicie vo¢i nemu. Napa-
dali ho jeho predtym verni priatelia a ziaci, ochrancovia Galena sa
v snahe ociernit’ vel'kého anatoma, spojili proti nemu.

Znechuteny Vesalius odisiel do Bologne a neskor odmietol aj
miesto v Pize. Unaveny z o¢ividne marneho tsilia, chory zo spo-
rov a argumentov, prenasledovany ¢lenmi vlastnej profesie, v za-
chvate zlosti hodil svoj rukopis do ohna a skoncil kariéru vedca.
Takto znicil obrovské mnozstvo komentarov o Galenovi, celi knihu
lekérskych vyrazov, vel'a originalnych zapisov o lieckoch a mnoz-
stvo poznamok, ktoré pisal pocas pitiev, ako aj poznamky, ktoré
zachytavali porovnanie vedomosti Arabov, Grékov a inych.

Andreas Vesalius prijal menovanie za osobného lekara cisara
Karola V. Neskor bol v sluzbach jeho syna Filipa I1., s ktorym odi-
siel do Spanielska a usadil sa v Madride. Bol vel'mi slavny, bol zna-
my ako lekar-chirurg, bol obl'ibencom $panielskeho dvora, zhro-
mazdil majetok a mal zdanlivo predurcené stravit’ posledné dni vo
svojom obl'ibenom prostredi. Ziarlivost’ a zavist madridskych le-
karov, ako aj mnohych ¢lenov jeho profesie, ktori ignorovali jeho
nadanie a neustale ho povazovali za cudzinca, ho vel'mi trapilo. Pocas
20 rokov, ¢o vykonaval funkciu osobného lekara, jeho skalpel hr-
dzavel, kontroverzné uznania neomylnosti Galena zirilo d’alej. Zivot
na $panielskom dvore nebol priaznivy pre §tadium a vedu.

., Aj ruka cirkvi bola tazka na zemi, dyka inkvizicie bola hlbo-
ko vrazena do dusevného Zivota a jej pochoden bola cistiacim
ohnom, ktory zmietol vsetku rozumovu aktivitu. Ziskavanie vedo-
mosti bolo zloc¢inom a hladanie so skalpelom bolo vyslovenym
znesvdtenim* (Ball, 1910).

Taky bol zivot v ignorujucom a pover¢ivom Madride, pre kto-
ry Andreas Vesalius opustil akademické kruhy v Padove.

Putovanie a smrt’

Nahodne, na zaciatku roku 1564, z pric¢iny, ktora nebola ni-
kdy dostato¢ne vysvetlena, opustil Andreas Vesalius Madrid. Od-
cestoval do Benatok, odkial’ sa vydal na pat do Jeruzalema, do
Svitej zeme. Vesalius sa z tejto cesty nikdy nevratil. Sprava o je-
ho smrti zasiahla Brusel koncom roka 1564 (tidajne zomrel
15.10.1564). Taky bol nest’astny koniec Andrea Vesalia z Bruselu
— muza, ktory skor, ako dosiahol 30 rokov Zivota, sa stal najvac-
$im anatdomom, akého kedy svet videl.
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